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September 2017 

Mission:  Richard Henry Lee provides a safe and challenging environment in which all children can learn.  We 
strive to have our school community actively involved in empowering students to become lifelong learners and 
productive members of society. 
 
Vision:  We have a safe and open environment for learning that encourages risk-taking among all students and 
staff.  We provide a rigorous environment that fosters diversity while encouraging students to be critical thinkers, 
communicators and problem solvers.  We collaborate to learn from each other and to strengthen relationships  
between families  and school.  We are all engaged in learning, staff and students alike, finding joy in its constant 
pursuit. 
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5 
First day of school grades 1-5 

only 
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6 
Conferences for Kindergarten  

7, 8 

& 

11 

Staggered entrance for Kinder-

garten 

12 First day for all Kindergarten 

19 Back to School Night—6 PM 

28 Fall Pictures 

 October 

9 Interims sent home 

18 Two-hour early dismissal 

19 
School Closed for students -  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

20 
School Closed for students - 

Professional Development 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

Richard Henry Lee Elementary 

 

From the Principal 

 

Welcome back! We are looking forward to seeing our students for the 2017-18 

school year! I am so very excited to be leading Richard Henry Lee this year.  I feel 

blessed to be working with a staff that cares so much about students!  Together, we 

are going to make a difference in the lives of your children.  The teachers and staff 

have been working extremely hard to ensure that students return to the start of an-

other amazing school year. We welcome the following teachers to our building this 

year:  

 

Taylor Rigsby- 3rd Grade 

Aubree Slavik– Part Time Art 

Charlene Beyerlein– Part Time Music 

Robert Bates– Part Time P.E. 

 

Please be mindful of our new school hours. Doors open promptly at 8:30 

and students should not be dropped off before this time as there will be no supervi-

sion of car riders or walkers on the 4th Avenue side. If you are in need of daycare, 

before or/and after school, please call the office for some options available to 

RHLee families. 

 

We hope you are able to join us for back to school night on September 19th 

at 6:00 PM. This is a good night to join our PTA and sign up to volunteer in our 

school. Parent support is crucial and we value all parents as part of our community. 

We appreciate the time you spend getting your students ready for school and your 

continued partnership in the commitment to meeting the needs of all students.  

 

      Sincerely, 

      Lisa Koennel  
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Sharing Circles 
RHLee will be working with students to build community and cohesiveness within the classrooms and school-
wide this year with the implementation of “Sharing Circles”.  Teachers will be facilitating sharing circles in 
each classroom.  These circles will provide students with the opportunity to learn more about their  
classmates and teacher throughout the school year.  We’re excited about how the sharing circles will help to 
foster a positive school culture here at RHLee!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RHLee’s Character Education Program 
Sponsored by our wonderful PTA, RHLee’s Character Education Program is based on nine core values 
throughout the school year.  Each student who displays the value of the month will have an opportunity to 
earn a Character Buck.  Students who earn Character Bucks will have their bucks collected by their teacher 
and entered into a random drawing within their classroom.  At the end of the month, one student from each 
classroom will be selected to become our “Eagle of the Month”.  They will be invited to a special breakfast 
where they will receive a Character Education certificate.  Plus, their name and picture will be posted on our 
Character Education bulletin board in the cafeteria for everyone to see!  In addition to S.O.A.R.ing behavior, 
here are the values we will be looking for our students to display this year:  
 
   
 

NEW to RHLEE this year... 

Back to School Program 
Through the generosity of community organi-
zations, our Back to School Program was able 
to provide 56 backpacks filled to the brim with 
supplies to help students in need succeed this 
school year! 

September 
Friendship 

 
October 

Creativity 
 

November 
Gratitude 

 
December 
Generosity 

 
January 

Commitment 

February 
Kindness 

 
March 

Patience 
 

April 
Peace 

 
May 

Honesty 
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ATTENDANCE 
Regular attendance is important for school success.  Legal absences include illness, death in the family, observance of a 

religious holiday, state emergencies and court summons. 

 

Notes to excuse Absence or Tardy are required 

 

 Days Absent  -  A student is counted present for a 1/2 day if in attendance for at least 2 hours.  A student in attend-

ance for more than 1/2 the school day is counted for a full day. 

 Tardy  -  A student is tardy if arriving after the school day has begun but before the school day is one-half complet-

ed.  If the student arrives at half day or later than one-half day, the student is absent one-half day. 

 Early Dismissal  - A student is considered to be an early dismissal if the student is dismissed for less than one-half 

of the school day.  If the student is dismissed for one-half or more of the school day, the student is absent one-half 

day. 

 For each absence, a note stating the reason for the absence must be written by the parent/guardian and sent to the 

child’s teacher upon returning to school.  AN ABSENCE OF 5 OR MORE DAYS REQUIRES A DOCTOR’S 

NOTE UPON RETURN TO SCHOOL.  When these procedures are not followed, the absence code is assumed to 

be unlawful. 

 Attendance is pare of the criteria monitored by the Maryland State Department of Education for each school’s per-

formance report card.  Excessive absences are reported to the Pupil Personnel Worker for investigation.  Excessive 

absences is defined as more than 12 days absent each school year or 3 days each marking period. 

SOME REMINDERS AS WE START THE SCHOOL YEAR 

BREAKFAST TIMES 
Breakfast is held in the classrooms daily for all students starting at 8:30 a.m.  There is no cost for students. 

CONNECT ED MESSAGES 
We use the Connect Ed system to communicate with parents about important events throughout the year.  Most of our 

messages are sent via email.  Please make sure that the office has at least two email addresses on file so that you don’t 

miss out on being informed. 

DELAYED OPENINGS 
When there is a one-hour delayed opening, children should arrive at school by 9:30 a.m.  When there is a two-hour de-

layed opening, children should arrive at school by 10:30 a.m.  If your child rides the bus, the route will begin two hours 

later than the normally scheduled times. 

FEDERAL IMPACT SURVEY 
On Wednesday, September 29, 2017, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by 

filling out the information requested on the form and returning it to Richard Henry Lee. The U.S. Department of 

Education is  now allowing a multiple child form.  Therefore, AACPS has designed a form that will allow two children’s 

names for your convenience.  Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second form that you can either 

obtain from the school or download from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org/students.  Also, please note that  the 

complete address of the parent/guardian’s employer if they work on federal property, the complete address of the 

federal property on which they work, and each survey form must be signed and dated by the parent/guardian. 

The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2017-2018 will be available to download on September 29, 2017. We will also 

be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind you about the significance of completing 

and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government 

in support of our children after the forms are processed. Thank you in advance for your support and assistance. Should 

you have any questions regarding this information, please call 410-222-5200.  



4 

 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
Walkers and car riders are dismissed at 3:25 p.m.  All walkers and car riders will exit onto the playground and out the 

Forth Avenue and B Street gates.  Bus students will be dismissed as buses arrive.  Unless there is an emergency  

situation, we will be unable to dismiss students from the office between 3:05 p.m. and 3:25 p.m. 

 

For the safety of everyone, car riders must cross at designated walkways.  Please exercise patience during dismissal so 

that all students may exit school in a safe and orderly manner.  Students will have to cross without the aid of a crossing 

guard, so please do not double park and watch for students crossing. 

 

Please do not leave your car unattended in the bus lane or a restricted parking area during arrival and dismissal as it  

prohibits the buses from entering/exiting safely. 

EARLY DISMISSALS (Scheduled and Unscheduled 
When children are dismissed on or two hours early, it is important for them to know what they are to do.  Please tell your 

child where s/he is to go if you will not be home (neighbor’s house, etc.).  You should also practice this plan with your 

child, as it will ensure their safety when s/he returns home earlier than usual. 

 

You may call 410-222-5000 regarding school closings or log onto www.aacps.org or register at www.schoolsout.com for 

instant email on school closings. 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
It is essential that the school health staff be notified of current phone numbers for health or injury emergencies.  Please 

be sure to notify the school throughout the year if your phone number changes.  You may send a note with your child or 

call the school office at (410) 222-6435.  These changes will be noted. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Field trips are planned by the teachers as part of the instructional program.  Notices are sent home in advance 

outlining the details and cost of the trip.  All reservations are made in advance, so we are obligated to pay for 

our reservations.  We are not able to refund money should your child miss the trip.  Parents are often asked to 

help supervise/chaperone field trips and are asked not to bring other children with them.  Children are not de-

nied a field trip experience because they cannot afford the price of the trip.  Please call the school office if you 

need help or have any concerns regarding a field trip. 

LUNCH/RECESS SCHEDULE 2017-2018 

 

     LUNCH  RECESS 
  Grade K  11:00-11:30  11:30-11:50 

  Grade 1  11:20-11:50  11:50-12:10 

  Grade 2  11:40-12:10  12:10-12:30 

  Grade 4  12:00-12:30  12:30-12:50 

  Grade 5  12:20-12:50  12:00-12:20 

  Grade 3  12:40-1:10  1:10-1:30   

FORGOTTEN LUNCHES 
The school office will attempt to call a parent for lunch money if the student comes to the office before the morning an-

nouncements.  Parents are strongly encouraged to prepay lunches via a check. 

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 
Please remember that the school day begins this year at 9 AM.  Morning announcements will begin at 8:45 AM.  The 

Fourth Avenue door will open on the promptly at 8:30 AM, therefore students should not arrive before this time.  

Breakfast will be served for all students from 8:30 to 8:45 AM.  If you have any questions or concerns about the new 

start time this year or possible day care options, please contact the school office and we will be happy to help you.   

Students who get to their classrooms at 9:00 AM. or later are considered late and will be marked tardy. 
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LUNCH PRICES 

 

    Regular  Reduced 
  Breakfast No cost  No cost 

  Lunch  $2.75   $0.40 

 

Ice cream may be purchased for $0.60; milk for $0.55 

Adult lunch - $3.50 (subject to change) 

All students are required to enter their six-digit student identification number to purchase school meals 

and/or a la carte items.  This is required for cash sales as well. 

 

This is the same number you use for: 

   - School Lunch 

   - School Breakfast 

   - School Technology 

   - School Testing 

   - Media Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Our school newsletter is distributed to parents on the first weekday of each month via email.  A calendar of events and 

other important information is included.  Please visit our school webpage for additional information at: 

http://aacps.org/rhles/index.asp 

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL ITEMS AT SCHOOL 

Students are to keep non-instructional belongings at home.  Examples of these items include:  Toys, games, 

electronics and extra money.  These items could be lost, stolen or damaged during school hours.  Non-

instructional items may be taken away from students.  Students may bring basketballs, soccer balls or jump 

ropes to play with during recess.  Richard Henry Lee is unable to assume responsibility for any lost items or 

money. 
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HEALTH ISSUES 
School Health Staff— A Registered Nurse is available most days.  A Health Assistant is available in the Health Room 

5 days per week and is the person who has the most direct contact with your child when there is an illness or injury at 

school.  The Health Assistant is trained in First Aid and CPR. 

 

If your child has a medical condition that may affect their time at school, please contact the school nurse to discuss the 

student’s condition. 

 

If your child reports illness prior to coming to school, please keep your child home.  Children must remain home from 

school if they experience vomiting, diarrhea or a fever greater than 100 degrees.   

 

If a child requires medication at school, an adult must bring it to the health room.  This includes all prescription and 

non-prescription medication as well as cough drops, lozenges, nose spray, inhalers and Tylenol or aspirin.  No 

medication will be administered with out a doctor’s order. 

 

Prescription medication must be in a pharmacy-labeled container with the student’s name. 

 

Non-prescription medications must be in a new SEALED package. 

 

The State of Maryland Immunization Regulation requires students enrolled in school to show proof of immunizations.  

PLEASE NOTE—If the school has not received proof of immunizations by the beginning of the school year, YOUR 

CHILD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENTER SCHOOL. 

 

Students entering kindergarten should present proof of lead poisoning testing.  Foreign-born students and those 

students who have lived out of the U.S.A. for a year or more must present proof of current PPD testing.  (See School 

Nurse for any questions.) 
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School Counselor’s Corner 
 
 
 
Welcome to the School Counselor’s Corner!  During the school year, you can look here for helpful tips 
for parents and students in regards to homework help, Magnet School Information (for current 4

th
 and 

5
th

 grade students), and other important information.   
 
I am extremely excited about the new school year!  My role as the School Counselor at RHLEE is to help stu-
dents overcome any barriers they might face in achieving academic success.  The School Counseling Program 
at RHLEE provides all students with equal access to individual and group counseling, as well as monthly guid-
ance lessons that were created to address the needs of the students in regards to academic, career, and per-
sonal/social development.   
As previously mentioned, I will be meeting with your child’s class throughout the year, providing classroom 
guidance lessons on varying topics, including: 
 
 ►  Personal Space  ►  Friendship 
 ►  Bullying   ►  Problem-Solving 
 ►  Gang Prevention  ►  Academic Planning (4th and 5th grade students) 
 ►  Teamwork   ►  Safety 
 
In addition to classroom guidance lessons, I also am available to meet with children individually and in groups, 
as needed, to discuss any academic or personal/social issues that might arise throughout the school year.  I am 
a resource for the students, but for parents as well, so please feel free to contact me with any questions or con-
cerns.  I can be reached at  
410-222-6435 or dhorn@aacps.org.  
 
I look forward to working with you and your student at Richard Henry Lee Elementary School!  
 
Danielle L. Horn 
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WELCOME BACK!:  The RHLee PTA would like to say, “WELCOME 
BACK!” to what is sure to be an exciting school year!  We have lots of activities 
planned and plenty of opportunities for you to be involved!  We hope that you 
consider joining us this year.  There are MANY ways you can help---the first step is 
to join!  We conduct our monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of each month, 
from 7-8PM in the school media center.  If you cannot attend those meetings, 
please know that we regularly share information about events, fundraisers, etc. via 
ConnectED emails (as well as here, on the monthly information page in the Richard 
Henry Lee Newsletter). 
 

RHLee PTA Executive Board (2017-18) 
PRESIDENT: Patricia Hyman 

VICE PRESIDENT: Tanisha Poole 
TREASURER: Courtney Collins 

SECRETARY: VACANT 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Melissa Phillips 

 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE!:  This year, our PTA Membership drive will kick-off at Back-
to-School-Night (Tuesday, September 19th, 6:00PM) and run through Friday, 
October 6th.  The class with the highest percentage of PTA memberships attained 
during the drive will earn an ICE CREAM PARTY at school! 
 

WORLD’S FINEST CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER:  Back-to-School-Night just got a 
little sweeter with the kick-off of this delicious fundraiser!  Boxes of chocolate can be 
signed out at back to school night for RHLEE families to sell.  Order forms will go 
home with students the next day.  All orders & money are due back to the school on 
October 6, 2017. 
 
SKATE NIGHT!:  Dust off your roller skates & scooters and practice your best 
moves....we're going skating!  Our FIRST skate night of the year will be held on 
Sunday, October 8th, 6:30-8:30PM @ Skate Zone (Rt.3, Gambrills).  Bring a 
canned/non-perishable food donation and help in our Harvest for The Hungry 
service project! 

RHLEE PTA NEWS! 
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A QUICK LOOK AT FUNDRAISERS:   As you likely know, one major purpose of 
the PTA here in the school is to raise funds that directly support our children and 
their teachers.  That can mean anything from purchasing fairly affordable play-
ground equipment like jump ropes & balls, or at the other end of the spectrum, pur-
chasing very expensive state-of-the-art technology equipment.  Without your sup-
port in our fundraising efforts, some of these costs would fall directly to us, as par-
ents, while many others we would simply have to do without.  For the 2017-18 
school year, we have already donated $1,300 for school agendas and $3,400 
toward transportation costs for field trips.  Your support of our fundraisers helps 
to ensure that we can continue to cover these, and many other important expenses 
for our school. 
 
This year we have 5 major fundraisers planned: 
World’s Finest Chocolate (September) 
Charleston Wrap (October) 
Designer Purse Bingo (January) 
Designer Purse Bingo (March) 
TBA Fundraiser (Spring, 2018) 
 
Please know that at any time, if you want to support a fundraiser, but the actual task 
of doing the fundraiser seems too daunting, we will gladly accept monetary dona-
tions!   
 

While fundraising is important to what we do, it is not ALL that we do!  Throughout 
the year, we hope you'll be able to join us at our many family fun events, dinners 
out, skate nights, Dinner With Santa, and other fun family events.  Be sure to look 
out for our flyers and ConnectED emails so that you can join in the fun! 
 
THANK YOU!!!!:   The RHLEE PTA would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the fol-
lowing individuals who graciously donated their time to help us run the Snowball 
Stand at the Big Carnival this year.  It was a very rainy week that presented many 
challenges, so your time is even more appreciated!   THANK YOU TO THE FOL-
LOWING TEACHERS & STAFF:  Mrs. Doane, Mrs. Holden, Mrs. Keck, Mrs. Keck-
Cahoon, Ms. Senchak, Mrs. Zawislak, Ms. Arroyo, Mrs. Wright, Ms. Nappi, and Mrs. 
Cooper!   THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, AND 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS:  Erin Silvia, Patricia Hyman, Carla McGee, Connie 
Blevins, Toni Carlson, Sherry Johnson Hicks, Linzy Loveridge, Frances Stewart, 
Melissa Phillips, Judy Van Horne, Mike Vice, & Julie Vice. 
 

BOX TOP LABELS: Have you been saving your Box Tops labels over the summer? 
(We hope so!) PLEASE SEND THEM IN TO SCHOOL!  
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BOX TOP LABELS: Have you been saving your Box Tops labels over the summer? 
(We hope so!) PLEASE SEND THEM IN TO SCHOOL!  

 
 
 
 

 
Last year we earned $702.50 with Boxtops and that money goes directly to the 
school. For more information, please contact Missy Phillips at 410-303-8059 or by 
email at mdp1231@gmail.com. 
 
SCHOOL SPIRIT: If you would like to purchase school apparel (t-shirts, sweatshirts) 
please contact Melissa Phillips @ mdp1231@gmail.com for more information. 
 
NEXT PTA MEETING: Please join us on Tuesday, September 12th, 7-8PM in the 
school. 
 

CONTACT US: 

  rhleepta@gmail.com / or find us on  

mailto:mdp1231@gmail.com
mailto:mdp1231@gmail.com
mailto:rhleepta@gmail.com
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